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Our JV
We are a group of about 50 people who have been united through a love of Johnson Valley. We may 
seem insignifi cant, but we are just one of hundreds of diverse groups and thousands of individuals 
who share the JV passion. The area is home to our hobby, it is our place of recreation, a place to 
unwind, somewhere to join with friends and enjoy the simple pleasures of a beautiful environment. 
Johnson Valley is unique and means as much to us as our own families. It can not be replaced.
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Every year since 2004, I drive 15 hours from Texas to 
meet my friends for Thanksgiving and other events at 

Johnson Valley. I wouldn t̓ miss those trips for anything.
Ron Delissen, 37, Alpine, Texas
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This photo speaks volumes. It would 
take a thousand words to express the 
pleasure this photo silently displays.
Keep Johnson Valley open.
Erik Jordan,  39, Lakewood, CA.

It just takes your breath away with how 
blue and clear the sky can look, the 
colors as the shadows settle around the 
hills late in the day, and so many stars 
at night.
Lynne Sturzaker, 51, Iowa.

On my first visit to Johnson Valley OHV, 
I was so excited to get out and enjoy 
the beautiful terrain and take in all the 
scenery, I forgot one of my gloves at 
camp!
Steve Szanto, 38, Albuquerque, NM.

I remember my first trip to Johnson Valley and thinking 
to myself that I must be nuts for trying this.  The 
adrenaline rush and sense of accomplishment had me 
hooked.  The fact that I have met so many others who feel 
the same way has made Johnson Valley that much more 
special.  I can t̓ imagine the void that would exist if it 
were to be closed.
Jeff Weston, 38, San Pedro, CA.

The trails of Johnson Valley are not only formidable in nature but also hold a national and international iconic status, especially the 
two first and oldest trails: Sledgehammer and Jackhammer. The letter box and signpost on Sledgehammer is a symbol that most first-
time visitors to Johnson Valley – who consider themselves to be serious 4-wheelers – will instantly recognize because they have been 
abundantly featured in stories, magazine articles and videos of the area. The letter box houses a book that one can sign to document 
their adventures on the trail. Others choose to leave mementos of broken parts to reaffirm that these trails can indeed be harsh on those 
that are ill prepared or not concentrating 100%.



The offroading in JV is amongst the best in the 
world but I have often said that the quality of 
people it attracts far outweighs the offroading 
quality. The people who are drawn to JV are 
the “Salt of the Earth” and that is why I will 
continue to go back time and time again.
Jason Fernandes, 36, Whittier, CA.

I am a veteran of Vietnam and Desert Storm, with over 17 years of military 
service. I have been fortunate over the last 30 years to be able to wheel in 17 
states, and 4 other countries. Johnson Valley OHV area has rock trails that 
are unsurpassed anywhere I have been. The trails offer a unique beauty and 
unmatched difficulty. I have made the 2000 mile round trip to Johnson Valley 
twice now, and I hope I can make it again soon. The friendships I have made at 
Johnson Valley are solid and everlasting. Many other trails I have visited are just 
a wisp of memory; but, I can recall day by day my times in Johnson Valley.
Don Burton, 54, Boise, Idaho.

What motivates us to do these crazy things? 
The camaraderie, the amazing teamwork, the 
joys of being with friends and family as we test 
our skills and our vehicles beyond what most 
would think prudent. I can t̓ imagine it being 
any other way. 
Joe Dillard, 48, San Diego, CA. 
Chief Petty Officer, United States Navy, retired.

Johnson Valley is 1700 miles from our home, yet each year we eagerly look 
forward to spending a week out there with friends. It s̓ hard to describe to anyone 
who has not been there, the amazing sense of joy in sharing a week with such 
a diverse group of friends who all personally feel the frustrations and thrills of 
each other s̓ accomplishments as they meet and overcome the challenges of the 
trails. It is with mixed emotions that we pull out of camp each year, the joy of an 
amazing week, but also the disheartening realization that it will be another year 
before we can come back to this unique and wonderful place that is Johnson 
Valley.
David & Lynne Sturzaker, Johnston, Iowa.
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There s̓ nothing 
better than settling 
down to watch the 
sun set over the JV 
camp while sipping 
a hot cup of coffee 
after a long day on 
the trails.
Kathryn Johnson, 
San Juan Capistrano, CA.
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We drove our 
two Jeeps 
from Central 
Washington State 
to see if what 
is said about 
Johnson Valley 
OHV is true. It 
is. We will do it 
again and again.
Larry & Wendy Nickell, 
Moses Lake, WA. I like Jeeps and camping, it is fun. 

One time I was with Stuart, he is 
funny but he is crazy because he 
likes to hit his Jeep on the rocks 
and it makes me bounce. I also 
like it when he goes fast, it makes 
me laugh.
Aurelie Migault, 6, La Crescenta, CA.

I thought I knew California s̓ deserts, that s̓ until I was introduced to Johnson Valley. Not only is it one of the very few OPEN OHV 
areas in California, it contains the Hammers – the holy grail of rockcrawling trails. Every chance I get, I pack up my family and head 
to JV to test my skills and equipment against the best that California s̓ deserts have to offer.  
Matt, Michele, Connor & Riley Pascoe, Escondido, CA.
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I fi nd no greater pleasure than the time 
spent in Johnson Valley with the great 
folks who have shown up over the years 
to challenge themselves on the trails 
out there. At the end of a wonderful day 
on trails, the comraderie around the 
campfi res forges relationships of great 
and lasting value. 
Iʼve participated in many other hobbies 
and lifestyles ranging from competitive 
shotgun sports to many days spent 
saltwater fi shing. By and large, the 
friendships made while out in Johnson 
Valley are more enjoyable, real, and 
enduring. I am humbled and proud when 
I look around at the faces that have 
entered my life from our experiences out 
there and count myself truly blessed to 
call them friend.
Blaine Johnson, San Juan Capistrano, CA.

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

Iʼve been to Johnson Valley numerous times, and each time it brings 
a new, invigorating experience. When deployed to the Persian Gulf, I 
often refl ected back on times with my friends out on the lake bed and in 
the moutains. Now that I am actually boots on ground in Iraq, looking 
at a vast desert, Johnson Valley memories reinforce what freedom 
means: the ability to explore with out fear, and the ability to meet 
diverse people from a wide range of social strata and come together 
for enjoyment and companionship.
It is one of those typical things in America that are easily forgotten 
until you come to a place, like Iraq, that does not have this type of 
basic freedom.
William Karstens, United States Navy, Camp Bucca, Iraq 2007-2008.



At first glance, Johnson Valley OHV may look like just 
another Hi-Desert OHV, but once you hit the trails, you 
realize how special it is. The trails bring out a certain 
quality in people, fostering responsibility, trust, faith 
and friendship in order to make it through unscathed. 
Every year, we travel to JV to enjoy the company 
of these special friends on the trail and around the 
campfire. I can t̓ think of a better place.
Laurent Migault, 42, Mitzi Migault, 45 and Aurelie Migault, 6, 
La Crescenta, CA.

Cold nights sharing a cramped tent, getting up and 
preparing for the day ahead, first looks up spectacular 
canyons, the challenges of getting our Jeep through the 
trail... all precious memories of healthy outdoor times 
shared by a father and son at Johnson Valley OHV. 
This place is a unique national treasure. I hope that 
one day my son will be able to come back to Johnson 
Valley OHV with his son.
Jerry Bransford, 60, military and Vietnam veteran.
Allen Bransford, 17, Escondido, CA.

Where else can you wake up with the sun, challenge yourself individually 
and work with others to get over a particularly hard trail and then wrap 
it up with the camaraderie of sitting around a campfire with a group of 
good friends? I have made some really great friends as a direct result of 
making trips out to Johnson Valley and I consider myself lucky every time 
I am out there with them.
Shalom Babay, Los Angeles, CA.

To me, Johnson Valley offers an 
extremely rare experience. It is at 
the same time focused and relaxed, 
taxing and fun, and technical 
beyond words. I enjoy the true art 
of attempting to precisely pilot my 
Jeep over the rocks without getting 
stuck – rarely am I successful but 
the feeling of accomplishing a trail 
is second to none. The bonds Iʼve 
formed with those that share the 
hobby of extreme rock crawling are 
strong and fruitful. Iʼve traveled 
to nearly 45 states in our beautiful 
country and never have I found 
a place that offers what Johnson 
Valley offers. 
Jeff Cassens, 40, Mission Viejo, CA.

My Johnson Valley experience 
was the most fun Iʼve ever had. We 
use the Hammers for Jeeping and 
it is just flat out awesome. There 
are also cool animals that I saw 
like armadillos and coyotes. The 
place is totally laid back also you 
can drive anywhere it s̓ a blast. 
Johnson Valley is the coolest and 
funnest place ever!! Please let us 
keep this wonderful place.
Conner Cassens, 13, Mission Viejo, CA.
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Family, Friends, Adventure, Nature, 
Sunsets, Campfires and THE BEST 
OFF ROADING ON EARTH! Our 
grandparents, parents, brother and his 
family, and our two young sons are 
Johnson Valley regulars and spend 
weeks a year camped on Means Dry 
Lake so we can enjoy the Hammer 
Trails and the comraderie and life 
lessons that come from surrounding 
yourself in such a special location. 
Until youʼve been there, seeing it 
firsthand from OUR perspective, you 
truly have no clue what that desert 
terrain holds for us all. The fact 
that our family alone spends tens of 
thousands of dollars per year just to be 
there, should tell you how serious we 
are about our passion.
Dustin and Becca Webster representing Dois 
and Vera Webster, Ed and Linda Webster, Greg 
Shaunna Taj and Aja Webster, Garet and Chase 
Webster and the nine 4x4s, five trailers, and five 
motorhomes we have between us that spend time 
in Johnson Valley each year.

We have some spectacular scenery in Washington but nothing compares to the rocky 
hills in the desert of Johnson Valley. I spend as much time as I can down there, which is 
usually a few weeks each year and it s̓ always sad to head  home after days of sun, dust 
and rocks. I have a business that deals in the off-road industry and we sponsor some rigs 
that compete in the national rockcrawling circuit. Because of the diverse terrain and the 
high degree of technical difficulty, the JV trails offer a great opportunity to hone your 
competitive driving skills. It s̓ hard to find trails of a similar standard anywhere else.
Jon “Jeppi” Jonsson, 50, Ferndale, WA.

I first visited Johnson Valley in 
November 2003 because of it s̓ 
reputation as one of the most punishing 
network of rockcrawling trails in the 
world. I was not disappointed and with 
my American hosts showing me such a 
fantastic time I vowed to return again 
2 years later for another memorable 
week in the desert. The memories 
and adventures of JV will never be 
forgotten, the trails are awesome and 
the scenery beautiful, it is a unique 
area of world standing and must be 
retained. I wish I lived close by, so I 
could enjoy it more often. 
Matthias Nolte, 41, Queanbeyan, NSW, Australia.



Our JV
 It means
 everything to us

Growing up in Russia
Iʼd read books about
deserts and dreamed about
exploring one. When I saw the Johnson
Valley for the fi rst time it was everything I
imagined and more. It is now my favorite
place to get away from the busy everyday life.
Sergey Nosov, 32, San Diego, CA.


